
 Save Our Planet 

Literacy 
In Literacy this half term, the children will be learning to write a             
comparative description of a forest, and a letter to the badger from 
the story ‘Tidy’. The children will be taught to use possessive apos-
trophes,     suffixes and  contractions to improve their spelling. We 
will begin to encourage the children to use horizontal joins in their 
writing. We will focus on the four different types of sentences: 
statements, commands,  questions and exclamations. The children will 
begin to learn to proof-read and edit their own work. The children 
will also learn to use a variety of conjunctions to  extend their sen-
tences, and to use commas to separate items in a list.  

Our key texts this half term are: 

The Tin Forest by Helen Ward and Tidy by Emily Gravett 

At home you could: 

 Practise using neat, joined handwriting. 

 Practise using the sound mat in the reading 
diary to spell words. 

Numeracy 
This half term we will begin by naming 2D and 3D shapes and 
identifying their properties, including sides, corners, faces, 
edges, vertices and lines of symmetry. The children will be 
taught to recognise, name and write fractions as equal parts of 
a shape. We will revisit this learning at the end of the half term 
to ensure the children have a more secure understanding of 
shape.  We will also add and subtract numbers using concrete 
objects, pictorial representations (number-lines) and mentally, 
including a two-digit number and ones and a two-digit number 
and tens.  Children will be working on bridging through 10 using 
both addition and subtraction. They will be doing this again 
using practical items and number lines to gather their under-
standing. Later in the half term the children will be taught to 
tell and write the time to the nearest quarter hour. The chil-
dren will also learn to choose and use appropriate standard 
units to measure and estimate mass (kg/g) using scales. 

At home you could: 

 Practise number facts to twenty (how to add and sub-
tract to make numbers between 0 
and 20) 

 Practise breaking numbers into 10s 
and 1s [partitioning] 

 10 more and 10 less 

Art 
This half term the children will be learning about the work 
of Henri Rousseau, an artist who painted      rainforest 
landscapes and animals. The children will use paints, oil pas-
tels and collage to create their own Henri Rousseau in-
spired rainforest! 

Geography 
The children will be learning to compare Aldershot to 
areas of Nepal. We will begin by locating Nepal and 
England on globes and in atlases. Next the children will 
compare the mountains of Nepal to areas of England, 
and the rainforest in Nepal to the Wellesley Woods. 
The children will learn to use geographical vocabulary 
to talk about human and physical features. Later in the 
half term we will explore the idea of deforestation and 
the children will have opportunities to debate and   
create posters stating their views. This work links 
closely to our learning in Literacy.  

Science 
This term we will be learning about        
rainforest animals. The children will 
match adult animals to their young and will consider what all 
creatures need in  order to survive. The children will con-
sider the differences between herbivores, omnivores and 
carnivores. Later, the children will learn about the differ-
ent habitats in the   rainforest (the forest floor, the un-
derstory, the canopy and the emergent layer) and which 
animals live there and why. Finally we will consider the mi-
cro-habitats in our school, and which creatures live in them. 

Dates for your Diary 
Please keep an eye out for emails/texts about 

future activities for this half term.  

Year 2 Curriculum  
Spring Term 1  



Physical Education (P.E) 
In P.E we will be working on our gymnastic skills.  
The children will learn a variety of balancing,   
jumping and travelling movements whilst using both 
the floor and apparatus.  They will also begin to 
think of starting and finishing      positions and put 

together a         sequence of move-
ments using the 5 basic gymnastics 
shapes: straight, star, pike, straddle 
and tuck. 
 
 

Religious Education (R.E) 
In our RE learning, we will be reflecting on 
what we think about God and why God is    
important to ourselves and others. We will 
be learning about what Christian’s and     
Hindu’s think about God. The children will 
decide what a job description for God might 
include and how people’s belief in God       
impacts the world around us. 

Computing 

In computing the children will have the opportunity to play    
different maze games so that they can understand how 
maze games work. They will then design and make their 
own 3D rainforest-inspired maze game on the computers, 
complete with items to find and enemies to avoid. Finally, 
the children will write instructions for their games so that 
other people can successfully play them. 

Vocabulary to look out 

for… 
Nepal, England, Aldershot, Kathmandu, 
rainforest, mountains, compare, animals, 
habitats, deforestation, Henri Rousseau… 
Can you think of any more? 

Music 
This half term the children will use 
body percussion, tune and un-tuned  
instruments to compose a piece of   
music inspired by rainforest creatures. 
They will learn to recognise and experiment with dy-
namics, tempo,     duration and pitch.   

Reminders 
Please can you make sure that children have their PE kits in school every week. Elm 
and Maple class will have PE on a Monday and Willow will have PE on a Friday. All 3 

classes will have additional PE on a Tuesday on a rotation basis with SCL.  
Can we also take this opportunity to remind you about children not bringing in big 

backpacks, as they take up to much space and make cloakrooms untidy and unsafe. 
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