
Once Upon a Time ... 

Traditional Tales 

We hope you all had a fantastic holiday and wish 

all of our families a very happy new year.  It has 

been great to see that some of you have posted 

pictures onto Tapestry about the exciting 

things your child has done over the Christmas 

period. 

Our learning this half term will be centring 

around traditional tales, in particular the story 

of The Three Billy Goats Gruff! The children 

will be learning a simple version of the story by 

heart, using actions, pictures and repetitive lan-

guage to help them.  We will be drawing story 

bridges to show the sequence of events and the 

characters in this tale.  We will be using phonics 

to help spell simple labels for our story bridges 

such as ‘trip trap’ to describe the goats’ hooves.  

In Maths we will be counting to 20 and ordering 

the numbers from 0-20.  We will be focusing on 

one number a week, starting with 11 and finding 

different ways to represent the number using 

objects and pictures.  The naughty troll will be 

stealing some numbers and muddling up the or-

der and the children will be helping Maths Mon-

key to put them back in sequence! When learn-

ing the ‘teen’ numbers 13—19 we will be encour-

aging children to be a ‘mean teen’ to ensure they 

are pronouncing the number names correctly i.e 

thirteen not thirty. Outside we will be going on 

a number hunt to 

find where the 

troll has hidden 

the numbers to 

20.  We will use a 

number track to 

20 to help us to record and put the numbers in 

order.  The children will contin-

ue to use numicon to represent 

the numbers and see that 11 is 

one ten and one etc.  

The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

 

Here is the story of The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff that we will be learning 

in school for you to share at home 

with your child.  

 

Once upon a time there were three billy goats gruff: a little 

billy goat, a middle sized billy goat and a great big billy goat 

who lived in a field. Unfortunately they had eaten all of the 

grass. 

There was some juicy green grass on the other side of the 

bridge but unfortunately a terrible Troll lived under the 

bridge.  

One day the little billy goat tried to cross the bridge. Trip, 

trap, trip trap. 

Suddenly a terrible troll jumped up and said “who’s that trip 

trapping over my bridge?  I’m going to eat you up! 

“Please don’t eat me.  I am small.  You want to eat someone big-

ger than me” and he went off. 

Next, the middle sized billy goat tried to cross the bridge.  

Trip, trap, trip, trap. 

Suddenly a terrible troll jumped up and said “who’s that trip 

trapping over my bridge?  I’m going to eat you up! 

“Please don’t eat me.  I am middle sized.  You want to eat 

someone bigger than me” and he went off. 

After that, the great big billy goat tried to cross the bridge. 

Trip, trap, trip trap. 

Suddenly a terrible troll jumped up and said “who’s that trip 

trapping over my bridge?  I’m going to eat you up! 

“Oh  no you won’t” said the great big billy goat and he knocked 

the troll into the river with a great big SPLASH! 

Finally the three billy goats gruff ate the sweet green grass 

and the terrible troll was never seen again. 

The three billy goats lived happily ever after.  

The end.  

Year R Curriculum  

Spring Term 1 
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Reading 
It is wonderful to see that so many children 

have now received their Bronze Reading Award 

for reading 25 times at home.  We even have 

some children who have read a further 50 times 

and have received their Silver Reading Award! 

We want all of our children to become confident 

and competent readers and really have a love of 

books.  Reading with your child and to your child 

will ensure they make excellent academic pro-

gress in all areas and we strongly encourage all 

of our children to read at 

home at least 3 times a 

week. 

 

In class this half term, 

most of our shared read-

ing and story times will be 

based around traditional 

tales.  We will be reading 

many of these stories and thinking about the 

characters and events.  The children will be en-

couraged to recall the beginning, middle and end 

of the stories, think about what the characters 

may be thinking and saying and what they liked 

or disliked about the story.  Answering questions 

about books and talking about the text is im-

portant to ensure children really understand 

what they are reading.   

Phonics   
The children are all taking part in a daily phonics session and 

the letter sounds learnt that week are coming home on a Fri-

day for you to practise.  Phonics is the main way that we teach 

spelling and reading at school.  Please spend some time prac-

tising the sounds with your child and encourage them to sound 

out the words given on the sheet and then ‘squeeze’ these let-

ter sounds together to read the whole word.  All the children 

have been introduced to the Phase 2 letter sounds below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some children will be continuing to practise these letter 

sounds in class and we will send home a small activity for them 

to do at home with you to help them progress in phonics. 

 

Many children are now ready to move onto the Phase 3 letter 

sounds: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once Upon a Time ... 

PE  
Please ensure the children have their PE kit in 

school. The children need shorts, T shirt and plim-

solls or trainers in a drawstring bag.  No rucksacks 

please as the pegs aren’t big enough. Please name all 

items of clothing, shoes and the bag clearly.  Remem-

ber earrings must be taped or removed. Thank you. 

PE days are as follows: 

Tuesday—Earth class 

Wednesday– Mercury class 

Thursday—Venus class 
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