
 

Autumn 2- Talavera By Night  
 

                                                     Key Texts 

 

 

                                                                        It was a Cold Dark Night 

                                                                                                                 A  Dark Dark Tale  

Linked Books:  
(Books to read at home or from the library)  

- Owl Babies  

- Day Monkey Night Monkey 

- Night animals (non-fiction) 

- Handa’s Noisy Night 

Why not visit the Aldershot library and find other books 

about nocturnal animals. What facts can you find out? 

Literacy:  
The key texts that the children will be 

learning are ‘It was a Cold Dark Night’ 

and ‘A Dark, Dark Tale’. During the book 

‘It was a Cold Dark Night’ the children 

will be learning about nocturnal animals 

and using actions to learn the story. By 

the end of their work on this key text 

the children will be re-writing it, 

remembering to use their full stops, 

capital letters and finger spaces.  

During the work on A Dark, Dark Tale, 

the children will be writing a poem 

about a dark, dark school using this 

text as a stimulus.  

Maths  
The children will be continuing their 

work on addition and subtraction, using 

resources to help them solve problems 

and beginning to recall some of the 

facts from memory. This will include 

number bonds to 5 and 10.  

They will also be learning about 

multiplication and division. They will be 

learning to share and group objects.  

 

Science 
This term the children will be 

learning about different animals and 

their habitats. They will be sorting 

and classifying animals looking at 

similarities and differences 

between them.  

 

PSHE  
The children will be learning to 

understanding the difference between 

feelings and behaviour. They will be 

finding out about what democracy 

means in Aldershot and the UK.  

Community Core Value:  

Danny Democracy 

 

RE (Religious Education) 
The children will be learning about 

Light. They will be considering why we 

light candles and the use of light during 

Diwali and Advent. We will also be 

learning about Christmas and how 

people celebrate Christmas around the 

world.      

 

Geography 
This term the children will be 

continuing work on naming the four 

seasons. They will be learning about 

the characteristics of each season 

and talking about their favourite 

season and why.  

Throughout the year the children 

will be carrying out an investigation 

where they will be following the 

changes to one of our trees in our 

school ground.  

Computing  
The children will be learning to log on 

to the computer and they will be using 

paint programmes including Purple 

Mash to create pictures of nocturnal 

animals.  

 

Handwriting  
This term the children will be learning 

to form curly caterpillar letters and 

zigzag monster letters correctly.  
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Phonics  
The children will learning the phase 5 

sounds and applying them to their 

reading and writing. They will be 

reading real words and ‘alien’ (made up) 

words, making sure they identify the 

digraph within the words.  

 

Phase 5 digraphs: 

 
 

Please help your child to learn these 

sounds and find them in their reading 

books. 

Music  
This term the children be continuing to 

explore different musical instruments 

and the sounds their voices make.  

The children will also be learning our 

Christmas songs ready for our 

Christmas performance at the end of 

December. Keep an eye out for the 

invitation nearer the time.  

 

 

 

 

PE (Physical Education) 
The unit the children will be doing 

this term is dance. They will be 

learning about simple movements 

and patterns that they can make 

with their bodies on their own and 

with a partner.  

 

 
 

Half Term Project: 
 

Over the half term we would like the 

children to choose one nocturnal 

animal to research. On a piece of A4 

paper please could your child write at 

least one fact that they have found 

out and draw a picture of their chosen 

nocturnal animal.  

Children to bring in their fact file on 

Tuesday 5th November  

 

 

Art  
The children will be looking at the 

artists Lois Ehlert and Vincent Van 

Gogh. They will be creating a leaf 

person in the style of Lois Ehlert’s book 

‘Leaf Man’. They will also be using 

different media to recreate Vincent 

Van Gogh’s ‘The Starry Night’.  

 

     

 How can you help? 
We are still looking for anyone with 

some spare time to come into school 

and hear children read. This maybe 

frequently or every now or then 

please see your child’s class teacher 

for more details.  
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