
 

 

Service Pupil Premium Funding Expenditure: 2019/20 

What is Service Pupil Premium? 

The Department for Education introduced the Service Pupil Premium (SPP) in April 2011 in recognition of 
the specific challenges children from service families face and as part of the commitment to delivering the 
armed forces covenant. State schools, academies and free schools in England, which have children of 
service families in school years Reception to Year 11, can receive the SPP funding. It is designed to assist 
the school in providing the additional support that these children may need and is currently worth £300 
per service child who meets the eligibility criteria. 
  

Eligibility criteria 

Pupils attract the SPP if they meet the following criteria: 

  one of their parents is serving in the regular armed forces 

  they have been registered as a ‘service child’ in the school census at any point since 2011. 
  one of their parents died whilst serving in the armed forces and the pupil receives a pension under 

the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme or the War Pensions Scheme 

  pupils with a parent who is on full commitment as part of the full time reserve service are classed 
as service children 

  

 The Purpose of the Service Pupil Premium 

Eligible schools receive the SPP so that they can offer mainly pastoral support during challenging times 
and to help mitigate the negative impact on service children of family mobility or parental deployment. 
  

Mobility is when a service family is posted from one location to another, including overseas and within 
the UK. 
  

Deployment is when a service person is serving away from home for a period of time. This could be a 6 
to 9 month tour of duty, a training course or an exercise which could last for a few weeks. 
  

How Service Pupil Premium differs from the Pupil Premium 

The SPP is there for schools to provide mainly pastoral support for service children, whereas the Pupil 
Premium was introduced to raise attainment and accelerate progress within disadvantaged 
groups. Schools should not combine SPP with the main Pupil Premium funding and the spending of each 
premium should be accounted for separately. 
  

What could the Service Pupil Premium be used for? 

In order to support the pastoral needs of service children, schools have flexibility over how they use the 
SPP, as they are best placed to understand and respond to the specific needs of those pupils for whom the 
funding has been allocated. The funding could be spent on providing a variety of means of support 
including counselling provision, nurture groups, e-bluey clubs etc. 
  

Schools might also consider how to improve the level of and means of communication between the child 
and their deployed parents. Some schools have introduced ‘Skype time’ clubs, whilst other schools have 
helped children to develop scrapbooks and diaries that they can show their parents on their return, 
highlighting their achievements and day to day school life. In addition, staff hours may be required to 



support the needs of service children when they join a new school as a result of a posting or when a parent 
is deployed and these hours could be funded by the Service Pupil Premium. 
  

Within schools which experience high levels of service pupil mobility, Mobility Co-ordinators, Forces Liaison 
Officers, Parent Support Advisors etc. have been employed. These posts tend to work closely with the 
pupils and families when they move into the area or are due to leave. Such staff can also support pupils 
and families where a parent is deployed. 
  

SPP should not be used to subsidise routine school activity (trips, music lessons etc.), however, schools 
may choose to fund school trips just for service children, to help them enjoy their time at school and build 
a sense of a wider community and understanding of the role their service parent plays (e.g. with military 
specific trips) to help them cope with the potential strains of service life. 
  

Schools are held to account for the spending of this funding through the focus in Ofsted inspections on the 
progress and attainment of their wider Pupil Premium eligible pupil cohort.  
  

 

How we are spending Service Pupil Premium Funding in 2019-20 

Service Pupil Premium Provision may include: 

 Providing small group robust and immediate intervention  with experienced teachers and 

Learning Support Assistants  focused on closing the gap to national standard 

 1-1 support where needed to ensure every service pupil premium child makes at least good 

progress to close the gap to national expectation/greater depth 

 Extra-curricular activities intended to promote confidence, well-being and success 

 Pastoral support from an ELSA so pupils are ready to learn  

 Educational opportunities and life experiences which will enrich the pupils’ experience of school 

and learning (e.g. school trips and visits from professional and groups) 

 Support and advice for families to ensure all Service Pupil Premium children achieve and attend 

school regularly  

 
 
Activity and Resource Cost  Expected Impact  

Deputy Head Teacher allocated ½ day per week 
to monitor, review and support the provision 
for Service Pupil Premium children across the 
school. 
 
 

£7,496 Target: 
Increase the percentage of Service Pupil Premium 
children achieving expected outcomes and at greater 
depth across the curriculum. 
 

SENCo allocated 1 day a week to monitor, 
review and support provision for Service Pupil 
Premium children with Special Educational 
Needs. 

£11,178 Target: 
Children with SEN and families are supported positively 
during transition. Individual children’s barriers to learning 
are identified and the appropriate provision to ensure 
children make progress is in place. 
 

Category No. of pupils Amount per pupil Total amount 

Service Children 189 £300 £56,700 



Additional learning support assistants to work 
with children who transfer with additional 
needs. 

£15,636 Target: 
Children with additional needs have the support they 
require to access school and the curriculum whilst an 
application for an assessment is completed. 
Outcome: 
. 
 

Use Early Years Learning Support Assistants  to 
deliver ‘Early Talk Boost@ for our Early Years 
Children with language delay 

£1,192 Target: 
Increase % of Service Pupil Premium children achieving a 
Good Level of Development at the end of EYFS. 
 

Additional adult support for children with social 
difficulties and sometimes behaviour concerns 
through ELSA (Emotional Learning Support 
Assistant) programmes, personalised 
intervention and ‘bubble’ time to promote 
children’s social skills, wellbeing, and 
confidence.   

£25,908 Target: 
ELSA provides programmes for identified children with 
the intention to provide personal emotional support, 
which therefore prepares them to learn.  
Impact is measured through reassessment at the end of 
programme with evidence of difference. All PP children 
ready to learn. 
 

Funding towards cost of Education Welfare 
officer who works with ‘target’ families on 
issues linked to attendance and offers guidance 
and support (best practice) through regular 
meeting with the attendance lead in school. 
Education Welfare Plans put in place quickly 
where needed  

£2000 Target: 
Increased attendance and less unauthorised absences. 
97% or better attendance for Service Pupil Premium 
children. 
 

Funding towards a cluster Parent Support 
Worker, who works with ‘target’ families and 
offers advice and support in parenting. 

£3,000 Target: 
Families are provided with practical and emotional 
support to ensure that the children feel happy, safe and 
ready to learn. 
 

Additional and part funded extended 
opportunities for pupil premium children. Clubs 
(often more than one) are offered every day 
after school and some before school. These are 
at a nominal rate. Trips are part funded where 
needed so they can attend. Additional 
experiences are planned to enrich the 
curriculum such as Theatre visits. 

£1,000 Target: 
All service premium children can access the extended 
opportunities and have as wide curriculum as their peers.  
Their engagement is transferable into learning within the 
classroom. 
 

Camo club- to support children emotionally 
when a parent has been deployed. 

£200 Target: 
Children have the opportunity to talk and share their 
experiences with other children and prepare 
communications to send. 
 

Total £67,610  

  

Measuring the impact of Service Pupil Premium Funding  
 
An update on the impact of Pupil Premium resources will be reported termly to the governing body by the 

head teacher.  A report for parents will be published annually on the website. 

The reports will summarise the attainment of pupils that have been supported by Pupil Premium, 

evidencing how the school is striving towards narrowing the gap of difference and increasing progress for 

these children.  Throughout the year the school will be rigorously monitoring the outcomes of all proposed 

activities and resources to measure successful impact. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


