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Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

I hope you all had a good Christmas holiday. The children have 

returned to school eager to learn and as usual the teachers have 

some exciting projects for them to do. 

 

This half term the year groups will be learning about the following 

topics: 

 

Year R – Once Upon a Time 

Year 1 – Home Sweet Home 

Year 2-   Save Our Planet 

 

Each year group will be sending a newsletter home with more 

information about what the children are learning. 

 

Staffing News 
We would like to warmly welcome Ms Mary Keable to the school, 

who as joined us as Elm class teacher in year 2. We would also like 

to welcome back Mrs Rachel Owen and Mrs Claire McAllister from 

maternity leave. Mrs McAllister will be teaching in Maple class on a 

Thursday and Friday every week and Mrs Owen will be teaching 

throughout the school and in Oak class on a Friday. 

 

Internet Safety day 
On Wednesday 11th February the school will be taking part in the 

national initiative ‘Safer Internet Day’. All of the children will be 

taking part in a variety of activities to teach them how to be safe 

online. Mr Rendle will be holding a presentation session in the 

afternoon for parents, so that you can learn some key tips and we 

will make sure that all of the information is available in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Moving School 
Forces Connect and Hampshire County Council have filmed a 

short video informing service families about the school admissions 

process when moving school. It is a short five minute video that 

explains the process of finding a new school place when a family 

is moved and it can be found at:  

https://youtu.be/lrYAhGO-tRE  

 

If you know that you are due to move please can you ask the 

school office for a leavers form so that we have all of the correct 

information for your child.  
 

New Parent’s Survey  
We have recently surveyed the new Year R parents to find out 

how they feel starting school has been for their children. I would 

like to thank those of you who took the time to reply. There was lots  

 
Diary Dates 

 

 

Monday 6th January 

INSET DAY 

 

Tuesday 7th January 

First Day of Spring Term 

 

Wednesday 29th January 

Millers Ark Farm visit to Year R 

 

Wednesday 11th February 

Safer Internet Day- 

presentation at 2.30pm 

 

Friday 14th February 

Break for Half Term (normal 

school pick up time) 

 

Monday 24th February  

First Day back after Half Term 

(normal school start time) 

 

Tuesday 25th February  

Parents Evening  

 

Thursday 27th February  

Parents Evening  

 

Friday 3rd April 

Break up for Easter Holidays 
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of feedback regarding the staggered start, for the most part this was positive and it was felt that this 

really helped children to settle into school. The Governing body has allotted time at our next Full 

Governing Body meeting to discuss the feedback in full. This will then inform our transition for our new 

intake for September 2020. Having read all the responses it is wonderful to read all the positive 

comments that you took the time to write. I would like to share with you some of these below. 

 

‘My child has settled in so well and her learning in the first few weeks has been amazing’ 

 

‘We are very happy with the way our child was introduced to her teacher and her class’ 

 

‘My son loves Talavera, the school is very approachable and the transition was really good’ 

 
Thank you for taking the time to tell us what you think. 

 

Free School Meals 
The Government gives money to schools to help children from lower income families to do their very 

best. This funding is called ‘pupil premium.’ For every child registered at the school we receive an 

additional £1320. The money is used to fund additional resources as shown on our school website. 

Please register by the 14th January to make sure the funding comes through this school year. You can 

decide not to take advantage of the free meal on offer but if you qualify we will receive the additional 

funding. 

 

Please check to see if you qualify by: 

 Registering online at https://www.hants.gov.uk/caterers/freeschoolmeals 

 Coming to see the office and letting them know your date of birth and national insurance 

number 

 

Children who have been adopted from care 
From April 2014 schools receive pupil premium for children: 

 That left care under a residential order 

 That left care under a special guardianship order 

 That were adopted from care 

 

If this applies to your child please come and let us know ASAP. 

 

Governors 
We are looking for various Governors to join our Governing Body. As a member of the Governing Body 

you would be expected to attend at least two meetings every half term and also 

make regular visits to the school.   

 

Although it is a commitment it is very rewarding being part of the development of the 

school.  If you or someone you know are interested and would like to know more 

please contact the school. 

 

 

Severe Weather 
For the benefit of our new parents and as a reminder to our ‘old’ parents, I am taking the 

opportunity to provide you with the following information in the event that it is necessary 

to close the school due to adverse weather.  

 

Snowy weather does present us with a challenge, so hopefully the information will be useful to you. A 

decision to close the school will only be taken if it is absolutely necessary. In making this decision we 

need to consider the number of teachers who can safely get into school to supervise your children and 

also any health and safety issues which may affect our site. 

 

We shall do our utmost to make any such decision by 7.30am in order to give those of you who need to 

organise childcare a little extra time to do so. An email will be sent via parentmail together with a text 

message, so please check your emails and keep your phones switched on. We will also post a message 

on the school’s website https://talaverainfantschool.co.uk/  

 



P.E Kit 
Please make sure your child has their P.E. kit in school everyday. P.E is part of the curriculum and unless 

children are unable to take part because of medical reasons they should be taking full advantage of 

this opportunity to develop skills and adopt a healthy lifestyle. At this time of year, when the weather is 

colder, we ask that the children have a pair of jogging bottoms in their PE kit too.  

 

Back packs 
You will be aware that space inside the classrooms is very limited and during the winter when there are 

coats and PE bags in the cloakroom area there is not enough room to hang back packs. Please can 

we ask that your child does not bring a big backpack to school but uses a school book bag instead to 

transport their books, letters and homework. 

 

 

Reading Volunteers 
We are always on the lookout for new volunteers that can spare some time to come in and help in 

school. The volunteers are a valuable extra resource for the school and all help is greatly appreciated 

by the staff and the children. We would welcome any volunteers that could come into school for a 

couple of hours - once a week, once a month or even once a term, to listen to our children read. Dads 

and Grandads would be especially welcome as we have some awesome new books that are waiting 

to be shared. If you can spare some time and are interested in helping please come and ask at the 

school office. 
 

 

 

Car Park Safety 
 

Please keep to the pedestrian paths at all times when walking around the school. 

 

If children see adults walking across the Staff Car Park then they will think that this 

behaviour is acceptable and safe and as we all know car parks are dangerous places 

especially for children.  Please make sure that you arrive at school in plenty of time to 

walk around the paths.  

 
 

 

Kind regards 
Mrs Debbie Cook 

Headteacher 


