
 Space! 

Literacy 
In Literacy this half term, the children will be learning to write a variety of 
different types of texts. Firstly, the children will write a fact file about a 
planet of their choice. They will learn how to choose relevant adjectives to 
describe their planet, how to use question marks and how to expand         
sentences with conjunctions. The children will research their planet in groups 
and then write their own detailed fact file! After this, the children will write 
a Thank You letter to say how grateful they are for being rescued from 
space. The children will explore contractions, commas in a list and exclama-
tion marks. In reading this half term we are going to be focusing on language 
for effect (adding emphasis to what we are reading) and understanding what 
we have been reading, by using the text as a source of information.  The chil-
dren will also be exploring non-fiction texts. 

Our key texts this half term are: 

The Man on the Moon (A Day in the Life of Bob) by Simon Bartram 

The Way Back Home— by Oliver Jeffries. 

At home you could: 

 Practise using neat, careful handwriting.  

 Ask your child to tell you some of the facts about 
their chosen planet. 

Numeracy 
This half term we will begin by solving multiplication  problems 
using 2s, 5s and 10s.  

The children will explore arrays and grouping to solve different 
problems based around multiplication. Children will be mentally 
recalling facts for the different number sentences. The will 
also be recording their answers using efficient strategies. 

We will also be looking at 2D and 3D shapes. The children will 
be exploring the properties of the different shapes. Children 
will also be looking at the whether the shapes are symmetrical 
and then using this knowledge to find half, quarter and 2 quar-
ters of the shape. 

Finally we are going to be looking at addition and subtraction 
and solving problems using 2 digit numbers using our knowledge 
of the number system and efficient strategies. 

At home you could: 

 Practise adding and subtracting num-
bers to 20. [17-3, 18+2] 

 Practise counting forwards and 
backwards in 5s/10s from any number. 

Art 
This half term the children will use pastels and black 
card to create their own space images. Later, the 
children will design a print of the universe that they 
will print using foam tiles and printing ink onto painted 
backing paper.  

History 
The children will be learning about Apollo 
11 and the first man on the moon, Neil 
Armstrong. They will study photographs 
and newspaper articles to learn more 
about this important historical event. 
They will consider why people wanted to 
send a man to the moon, and what the  
astronauts did when they got their. They 
will debate the benefits and challenges 
of space travel.  

Science 
This term we will be  
learning about materials. 
Firstly, they will learn to name 
materials and describe their 
properties. Then they will con-
duct investigations into the strength, flexibility and 
waterproofness of a    variety of materials. We will 
consider the suitability of different materials for 
different purposes—would you make windows out of 
wood? 

Year 2 Events 

Aldershot Schools Carol Concert—10th December [Garrison Church] 

Parents Evening  - 3rd and 5th December 

School Carol Concert—16th December or 18th December 

Year 2 Curriculum  
Autumn Term 2  



Physical Education (P.E) 
During PE lessons the children will learn about two 
different ball games. Firstly they will learn how to 
use a hockey stick safely and will participate in 
team games using a variety of hockey skills. Next, 
the children will learn different football skills and 
will participate in football matches with their 
peers.   
 
 

Religious Education (R.E) 
During RE lessons this half term, the 
children will learn about symbolism,    
specifically what light represents for 
themselves and for Hindus and        
Christians.  They will learn the story of 
Diwali and how Hindu’s use lights within 
their Diwali celebrations, and how lights 
are used for Advent in the Christian 
faith. 

Computing 

The children will be learning how to program a device 
using an algorithm.  They will use ‘Lego We Do’ to 
build models and then program them to do different 
things including move and make noises. The children 
will also be using Learn Pads and laptops throughout 
the half term to research information about Space.  

Vocabulary to look out 

for… 
Space, planet, star, solar system, galaxy, 
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, orbit, shuttle, 
Neil Armstrong… Can you think of any 
more important words at home? 

Music 
This half term the children will experi-
ence ’The Planets’ collection classical 
music and will consider how volumes, 
pitch and choice of instruments make 
them feel about the different planets. They will plan 
and create their own piece of music for the planet 
Earth. 

Reminders 
Please can all children have a PE kit in school, including sensible footwear (trainers or 

plimsolls). Children are not to be wearing their school shoes for PE lessons. 
 

Please can all children have a book bag in school. No big  rucksacks as these take up 
space in our cloakrooms and can often lead to them looking untidy and not safe for 

the children. 

Space! 


