
All About Me! 

Welcome!  
 

It has been lovely getting to know all of our 
families so far this term.  We hope that you 
have found the transition process has worked well and 
your child is enjoying coming to school each day.   

We are absolutely delighted with the way children are 
settling in.  They are generally leaving their grown up 
happily and we thank you for ensuring they are ready 
for school with a named water bottle and named uni-
form. 

Lots of children have now stayed for lunch and they 
have coped really well with choosing and eating their 
food.  At the moment we are helping the children to 
cut their food but the more they can practise using a 
knife and fork at home, the easier this will become 
for them.  

Tapestry  
 

Hopefully you have all now received an email asking you to create a log in so that you can access your 
child’s Tapestry account.  Tapestry is a safe on-line Learning Journey that allows you to see what your 
child has been doing at school.  You can comment on the observations we make.  Your child ’s learning is a 
partnership between home and school.  The stronger the partnership, the better your child will do at 
school.  This is why we encourage you to upload observations of your child’s achievements at home.  Please 
email your child’s class teacher if you have any questions about using Tapestry.  Many of you may be fa-
miliar with the program from your child’s pre-school or nursery.  

Furthermore, if your child is self-isolating or the class closes due to Covid, Tapestry will be our main way 
of providing home learning.  Please email your child’s class teacher of you are having trouble logging in to 
Tapestry. 

PE  
Due to Covid, the children are 
wearing their PE kit to school on 
their PE day: 

Fox and Mole class—every MONDAY 

Badger and Squirrel class—every TUESDAY 

Rabbit and Hedgehog class—every THURSDAY 

Your child needs to wear jogging bottoms or leg-
gings in the cold weather with their school T Shirt 
and school jumper or cardigan.   

PE days will change after half term and you will be 
informed of this.  This is so all children access our 
SCL Sports PE session which run on a Thursday. 

Year R Parents’’ Evenings—Tuesday 20th October and Thursday 22nd October  

Year R Curriculum  
Autumn Term 1  

Phonics—Rhyme and Alliteration 
Listening Lola is our class toy leopard who will help the children to learn the early phonics skills of rhyme and allit-
eration.  She is introduced to the children during group circle times and plays games to help the children develop 
their listening and attention skills.  Listening Lola starts every session by reminding the children of her listening 
rules which are eyes looking, keeping still and keeping quiet. 
As well as daily Listening Lola sessions, we will also be learning Nursery Rhymes and listening to rhyming stories such 
as The Smartest Giant in Town.    
You can help your child at home by playing games of I spy, learning Nursery Rhymes and reading rhyming stories.   



Settling in  

During these first few weeks at school, we have 
been spending time playing with your children to get 
to know them more.  Building positive and trusting 
relationships has been our main focus as we want the 
children to feel happy, safe and love coming to 
school.  Teaching the children in smaller groups at 
the beginning has allowed us to spend quality time 
with all children and find out lots about them.  The 
children are all getting on with each other very well 
and we are pleased to see new friendships forming.  
Please rest assured that at this young age it is very 
usual for children to play alongside each other.  This 

is the first part of making friends and 
before long your child will be interact-
ing with others and establishing those 
firm friendships.   

Topic Learning 

We have planned lots of activities based 
around the topic ‘All About Me’.   Within 
this topic the children will be painting self 
portraits, and learning about different fam-
ilies and homes.  We will be finding out more 
about our school and our birthdays.   
 
The children will be introduced to The Rob-
inson family which is made up of Mum, Dad, twins called 
Biff and Chip, their younger brother Kipper and their 
dog Floppy.  These characters are 
from many of the reading books your 
child will begin to bring home later 
this half term.   
 
We will also be planning much of our 
learning around the story of ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 
what do you see?’ by Eric Carle.  This repetitive text 
with beautiful coloured pictures will help 
your child to orally learn a story by heart 
with actions.  From this story, the children 
will be creating their own animal characters 
to compose their very own story! 
Towards the end of term we will be using 
the changing colours of Autumn to enhance 
our learning.  The children will be investi-
gating pumpkins using their senses and we 
are looking forward to chopping them up and scooping out 
the seeds.  We will be encouraging the children to think 
of lots of interesting words to describe the pumpkins 
and creating word banks of the adjectives the children 
have thought of.  The children will also have a go at writ-
ing some describing words using the sounds they can 
hear at the beginning, middle and end of the words. We 
will be sharing the story of Pumpkin Soup by Helen 
Cooper and our role play area will be a kitchen with pic-
ture prompts from the book to encourage children to act 
out the story in their play.   
In Maths we will be using Autumn objects such as conk-
ers and acorns to count and find 
the total amount of two groups by 
counting how many altogether.   

Outside we will be collecting Au-
tumn leaves and other objects such 
as pine cones and sycamore wings 
to put in our investigation tray.  
We will be playing an Autumn themed bean bag throw 
game to encourage us to recognise numbers to 10 and 
beyond.  We will also be colour mixing Autumn colours 
such as red and yellow to make orange.  

Maths   
Our main focus in Maths this half term will 
be to encourage the children to count care-
fully.  We will be showing the children, 
along with our class puppet ’Maths Monkey’,  
how it’s easier and more accurate if we 
place objects that we want to count in a line and touch 
them as we say the number name.  We will start by count-
ing to 5, moving on to 10 and beyond when the children 
are ready.  Please encourage your child to count carefully 
at home.  You could use pennies, clothes pegs, pasta 
shapes etc.  Anything can be counted! 

Outside Learning    
We all know children love to be outside 
and we are very fortunate to have a 
large outside area for them to use.  We use the outside 
area in all weathers so it is very important that your child 
has a NAMED coat with a hood in school at all times 
please.  Could we please also ask that you do not allow 
your children to play with our outdoor equipment before 
or after school.  We spend a lot of time setting up activi-
ties and would really appreciate it if they were how we 
left them.  Many thanks for your cooperation with this.  

Early Years Staff 

We are very fortunate to have lots of lovely staff in Year R to help all of the children.   
 
Rabbit and Hedgehog Class Mrs McAlindin,  Mrs Rafferty and Mrs Lewis-Gorton  
Fox and Mole Class Miss Darbyshire,  Mrs Hammond and Mrs King  
Badger and Squirrel Class Miss Huckfield,  Miss Rooney and Miss Hackett 
 
If you have any questions or concerns please email your child’s class teacher who will be happy to help: 
Mrs McAlindin—s.mcalindin@talavera-inf.hants.sch.uk 
Miss Darbyshire—k.darbyshire@talavera-inf.hants.sch.uk 
Miss Huckfield—s.huckfield@talavera-inf.hants.sch.uk 

All About Me! 


