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Welcome to the first 

newsletter of the school 

year! It is very hard to believe 

that we are already at the 

end of week three. All of the 

children have been amazing 

and have settled into the 

routines of school really well. I 

would like to take this 

opportunity to warmly, welcome all of our new families to 

Talavera Infant School.  

 

It has been lovely to walk around the school and see so 

many children so enthusiastic about their learning and 

enjoying spending time with their friends.  

 

We appreciate that school is a little different for everyone at 

the moment and the Autumn term is usually very busy with 

lots of events for parents to attend, unfortunately with the 

current restrictions in place we are having to continue many 

of these activities in school without the parents. Please keep 

checking your child’s Tapestry account though as I know the 

teachers are busy uploading photographs and videos so you 

can share your child’s learning and experiences together. 

 

Class Topics 

To support the children in catching up with any learning they 

may have missed out on over the last six months the staff 

have worked with inspectors from Hampshire Education 

Authority to develop a Recovery Curriculum. If you have a 

child in Year One or Two you will be familiar with the 

children’s learning each half term being based on an 

overarching topic. However, for the Autumn term both the 

Year One and Two curriculum is focused on a different 

quality key text every two weeks. 

 

Year R are continuing with their topic and this half term it is 

called All About Me.  You will be receiving a newsletter 

informing you of what the children will be learning shortly. 

 

Remote Learning/ Learning from Home 

All of the staff in school have been busy working on plans 

and home learning that children can complete if they or 

someone in their family needs to self-isolate. All of the 

information regarding what to do and how to access the 

learning will be sent in a separate newsletter shortly. 

 

 
Diary Dates 

 

Monday 5th October 
School Photos 

 

Monday 5–9th October 
Walk to School Week 

 

Thursday 15th October 
Flu Vaccination Program 

 

Tuesday 20th October  
3.30- 6.00pm Year R Parents’ 

Evening 

 

Thursday 22nd October 
3.30- 6.00pm Year R Parents’ 

Evening 

 

Friday 23rd October 
Last day of half term 

 

Half Term 
Monday 26th – Friday 30th  

October 

 

Monday 2nd November 

School Closed – INSET Day 

 

Tuesday 24th November  

3.30-6.00pm Year 1 and 2 

Parents’ Evening 

 

Thursday 3rd December 

3.30-6.00pm Year 1 and 2 

Parents’ Evening 

 

Friday 18th December  
Last day of Term 

 

Christmas Holiday 
Monday 21st December- 4th 

January 

 

Monday 4th January  
School Closed – INSET Day 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year R Parents' Evenings 

Year R parents’ evening will be held on 20th and 22nd October. This is a 

really important opportunity for you to talk with your child's teachers 

about how they are getting on in school and how they have settled in. It 

will also provide you with the opportunity to ask any further questions you 

may have about school. We will be contacting you with information on 

how to sign up soon and will either be holding the meetings this time via 

telephone or virtually. Please can I urge you to sign up for an 

appointment, all of the research around successful education for 

children clearly indicates that working with parents is one of the most 

important factors.   There will be a parents’ evening for Year 1 and 2 

parents after half term. 

 

 

Free School Meals 
The Government gives money to schools to help children from lower income families to do 

their very best. This funding is called ‘pupil premium.’ For every child registered at the school 

we receive an additional £1320. The money is used to fund additional resources as shown on 

our school website. 

Please register to make sure the funding comes through this school year. You can decide not 

to take advantage of the free meal on offer but if you qualify we will receive the additional 

funding. 

 

Please check to see if you qualify by: 

 Registering online at https://www.hants.gov.uk/caterers/freeschoolmeals 

 Coming to see the office and letting them know your date of birth and national 

insurance number 

 

Children who have been adopted from care 

From April 2014 schools receive pupil premium for children: 

 That left care under a residential order 

 That left care under a special guardianship order 

 That were adopted from care 

 

If this applies to your child please come and let us know ASAP. 

 

 

 

Governors 
 

At present we have no Governors appointed as Parent Governors on our 

Governing Body. This makes it very difficult to include all stakeholders’ 

views when we are making decisions. 

 

 As a member of the Governing Body you would be expected to attend at 

least two virtual evening meetings (6.30pm -8.30pm) every half term and to 

visit the school during the daytime once a term, when current restrictions 

have been lifted. Although it is a commitment it is very rewarding being 

part of the development of the school.   

 

If you are interested and would like to know more please contact the school and ask to speak 

to Mrs Cook about becoming a Governor, I can then give you some more information about 

the role. The closing date for applications is Monday 19th October and I look forward to 

hearing from some of you. 



Dates for the Academic Year 2020-2021 

Please see below a copy of the calendar of school holiday dates for this academic year. 

 

 



INSET days 2019-2020 

Talavera Infant school will be closed on the following days for staff INSET training: 

4nd November 2020 

4th January 2021 

28th May 2021 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

During these very different times, I have spoken to many parents and 

families who have been concerned about the effect living with 

Coronavirus is having on their mental health and wellbeing. As a school, 

we are always keen to help families in any way we can if you feel like 

you need some extra support we can refer you to one of our Parent 

Support Advisors for advice or help.  

 

The NHS have also worked hard to put lots of materials together to support families and 

children with their wellbeing on their website https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/ 

 

Thank you 

I would like to thank all of you for supporting the school during this time, particularly, with all of 

the new arrangements around drop off and collection each day and using the one way 

system around the school site. Thank you for dropping your children off quickly in the morning 

and using the class teacher’s emails to ask questions or share any concerns that previously 

you would have asked at the class door each day, this makes the school run smoothly in the 

current situation and is much appreciated. 

 

Reminders 
Collection Times 

This is a plea to all parents to arrive on site at the end of the day at the allocated times. We 

are not allowed to have parents waiting around for children and if you arrive early the 

children’s day at school is becoming shorter and shorter.  

The times for collection are as follows: 

 Year R children 2.45pm (access is not permitted before 2.40pm 

due to other year groups being on the playground) 

 Year 1 children 2.55pm 

 Year 2 children 3.05pm 

Water Bottles 

Please can I remind all of the parents that the children need to bring a water bottle to school 

every day. To ensure that the children have healthy teeth we can only allow water in the 

children’s bottles as you will know that continually drinking a sugary drink all day is one of the 

leading factors in the development of tooth decay. 
 

P.E Kit 

We would like to say thank you for sending your children to school in their PE kit on their 

nominated day. As the weather is beginning to get cooler the children can wear jogging 

bottoms or leggings to school. They will continue to have PE outside if the weather permits. 

 

Car Park Safety 

Please keep to the pedestrian paths at all times when walking around the school.  

If children see adults walking across the Staff Car Park then they will think 

that this behaviour is acceptable and safe and as we all know car parks 

are dangerous places especially for children.  Please make sure that you 

arrive at school in plenty of time to walk around the paths and follow the 

One Way System.  

 

Kind regards 
Mrs Debbie Cook, Headteacher 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

