
 

Spring 2- Long, Long Ago  
 

                                                     Key Texts 

 

 

                                                                

                                                                         The Queen’s Knickers             Castles  

Linked Books:  
(Books to read at home or from the library)  

- The Queen’s Hat 

- The Queen’s Handbag 

- Pants! 

- Rapunzel (and other fairy tale stories 

that feature castles) 

Literacy:  
In literacy this term, the children will 

be learning to make a design brief. 

They will be designing a pair of pants 

that have special features drawing 

inspiration from the key book ‘The 

Queen’s Knickers.’ They will be learning 

about verbs and adding ‘ing’ to the end 

of verbs.  

The other half of the term will be 

focusing on the book ‘Castles’ where 

the children will be learning about 

different features of castles. They will 

learn about the importance of these 

features. We will be posing the 

question ‘Do all castles look the same?’ 

By the end of the unit, the children will 

be writing a non-fiction fact file all 

about what they have found out about. 

Maths  
This term the children will be learning 

addition and subtraction number facts 

for 7, 8, 9 and 10. They will be 

practically using resources such as 

counters, cherry models and number 

lines to help them solve problems.  

The children will also be learning to 

recognise numbers and count (forwards 

and backwards) to 50 and then 100.  

Later in the term, the children will be 

using their developing knowledge of 

addition and subtraction to solve 

problems involving measurement.  

 

Science 
During this topic the children will be 

learning about how plants grow. They will 

compare different seeds and predict 

what will happen in different 

circumstances. They will have an 

opportunity to investigate how beans 

grow best and what they need to grow. 

They will test different environments 

and conditions to see what happens.  

For example, we will be seeing if the 

bean needs light by putting it in a dark 

place, or can it grow if it doesn’t have 

water?  

 

PSHE  
The children will be continuing to 

learn through our PSHE 

programme Jigsaw. The unit is 

called ‘Healthy Me’ and they will 

be learning and discussing ways 

that they can keep themselves 

healthy. They will be taught how 

to keep safe and how amazing 

their bodies are.  
 

 

RE (Religious Education) 
In R.E the children will be looking at 

emotions including happy and sad. They 

will be discussing what makes people 

happy and sad and what they can do to 

help themselves or others. Their 

understanding of these emotions are 

then linked to the Easter story and 

they discuss the happy and sad parts.  

History  
The children will learn about the lives of 

significant individuals in the past (Queen 

Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II) who 

have contributed to National and 

International achievements and will 

compare aspects of life in different 

time periods.  

 

Computing  
Even though computer is not a 

main subject focus this term the 

children will be given opportunities 

to use the laptops and practise 

logging in and out. They will also be 

using different programmes such 

as Word, Purple Mash and Phonics 

Play, to enhance other areas of 

the curriculum.  

Handwriting  
The children will be introduced to the 

zigzag monster letters: 

 

 
 

Year 1 



Phonics  
The children will continue learning the 

phase 5 sounds and applying them to 

their reading and writing. They will be 

reading real words and ‘alien’ (made up) 

words, making sure they identify the 

digraph within the words.  

 

Phase 5 digraphs: 

 
Please help your child to learn these 

sounds and find them in their reading 

books. 

PE (Physical Education) 
In PE this term, the children will be 

learning dance. They will perform 

dances using simple movement patterns 

in the different contexts. They will 

also be encouraged to work with a 

partner to create different dance 

moves and use an object between them.  

They will be invited to perform their 

routine in front of the rest of the 

class. 

 

 
 

 

     

Music  
We are very fortunate to have purchased 

new musical instruments for the school to 

enjoy, which the children will be exploring 

over this half term. Our unit on castles 

will explore both tempo and timbre 

(explore, respond to, recognise and 

identify fast, moderate and slow and look 

at the sound properties of school 

percussion instruments.) 
 

 
 

 

Geography 
In Geography this term, the 

children will be learning about the 

United Kingdom. They will learn to 

name the four countries and 

capital cities in the United 

Kingdom.  
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