
Into the Woods 

Woodland Creatures 

  
We hope you all had a great Easter holiday and 
the children are excited to be returning back to 
school ready for new and exciting learning!  
Our learning this half term will centre around 
the woods and begin with the story of Owl Ba-
bies. The children will be learning a simple ver-
sion of the story by heart, using actions, pic-
tures and repetitive language to help them. We 
will be drawing a whole class story map and the 
children will be using pictures to sequence the 
story. The children will then be using the pic-
tures to help them retell and write their own 
narrative of Owl Babies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be using the story to find out more 
about owls and make a fact file about them. The 
children will learn that there are different 
types of owls including barn owls, tawny owls, 
eagle owls and snowy owls. They will see that 
these owls look different and live in different 
places. 
 
 
Towards the end of this 
half term, we will be 
moving our learning onto 
the story of The 
Gruffalo. The children 
will use the story as a 
vehicle for looking at 
other animals that live 
in the woodland such as 
mice and foxes. We will 
also introduce the chil-
dren to different wood-
land creatures such as badgers, hedgehogs and 
moles. We will learn that many of these crea-
tures are nocturnal and think about what it 
might be like at night time in the woods! We will 
be creating dark areas in our classrooms for 
the children to explore 

Owl Babies 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the story of Owl Babies that we will be learning 
in school for you to share at home with your child.  
 
Once upon a time there were three baby owls who were 
called Sarah and Percy and Bill. They lived in a hole in the 
trunk of a tree with their owl mother.  
 
One starry night, they woke up and their owl mother had 
gone! “I want my mummy” said Bill but their owl mother 
didn’t come.  
 
So the baby owls sat and they waited…..a big branch for 
Sarah, a small branch for Percy and an old bit of ivy for 
Bill. “I want my mummy” said Bill but their owl mother 
didn’t come.  
 
Next they all sat on Sarah’s branch together.  
 
Maybe she was lost or eaten by a fox. “I want  
my mummy” said Bill but their owl mother didn’t come.  
 
Next they all sat on Sarah’s branch together.  Maybe she 
was lost or eaten by a fox. “I want my mummy” said Bill 
but their owl mother didn’t come. 
 
Finally the baby owls closed their eyes and they wished 
their owl mother would come. 
 
Suddenly she came!  “Mummy!”  they cried.  “I love my 
mummy” said Bill. 
 
They all lived happily ever after.  
 

The end.  

Year R Curriculum  
Summer Term 1 



Maths 
We will be continuing our number learning 
using the numbers 0-20. The children need 
to be able to count forwards and back. We 
will practise counting on and back from dif-
ferent numbers. For example starting at 5 
and counting to 18 and then back.  
 
We will be counting objects as well as things 
that can’t be moved such as drawings or  
claps.  
 
We will be ensuring that the children are 
confident to say which number is one more 
or one less than any number to 20.  
 
We will also be adding and subtracting 
amounts. 

 
 
 
 

Phonics and Reading  
 
The children will continue to take part in a daily phonics ses-
sion. Phonics is the main way that we teach spelling and read-
ing at school. The majority of the books we read with your 
child at school are phonic books. They support the teaching 
and learning of phonics in school and are an ideal way for you 
to ensure they are practising at home.  
 
The more children read them, the better they will do in all 
areas of the curriculum so please ensure your child reads at 
least 3 times a week and that you record this in their home 
school diary. We have a few children who have now received 
their GOLD READING AWARD! This is an amazing accomplish-
ment and something that we would urge all parents and chil-
dren to aim for.  
 
We will be sending home a simple phonics homelearning sheet 
every Friday for your child to complete at home that will sup-
port the phonics taught in school.  Your child has been taught 
all of the letter sounds, digraphs and trigraphs and now we 
must focus on reading these in words.  Please look out for the 
homelearning sheet in your child’s phonics folder each week.  
 
We will also be having a greater focus on reading ‘Tricky 
Words’ this term. These are words that cannot be sounded 
out. They are ‘look and say’ words as your child needs to be 
able to look at them and read them without trying to sound 
them out.  These have already been sent home on cards and 
we ask you to practise them regularly to help improve your 
child’s sight reading. Below are the tricky words your child 
needs to be able to read with ease by the end of this academ-
ic year: 
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PE  
Please ensure the children wear their PE 
kit to school on the following days. Re-
member earrings must be taped or re-
moved. Thank you. 

PE days are as follows: 

Monday—Badger and Squirrel class 

Tuesday—Rabbit and Hedgehog class 

Thursday– Fox and Mole class 

Class teachers’ emails 
s.mcalindin@talavera-inf.hants.sch.uk 
r.hedges@talavera-inf.hants.sch.uk 
s.huckfield@talavera-inf.hants.sch.uk 
k.darbyshire@talavera-inf.hants.sch.uk  
 


